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What is an Impact Screwdriver and How Does It Work? 

An impact screwdriver is a specialized tool designed to drive screws and bolts with high torque. 

Unlike traditional screwdrivers, impact screwdrivers utilize a hammering action combined with 

rotational force to drive screws more efficiently. This mechanism involves an internal hammer that 

strikes the anvil, creating a powerful impact that helps in loosening or tightening screws, especially 

in tough materials. 

 

The main components of an impact screwdriver include： 

• Motor：Provides the rotational force. 

• Hammer and Anvil Mechanism：Converts the rotational force into impact force. 
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What is an Impact Screwdriver Used For? 

Impact screwdrivers are versatile tools used for a variety of applications, including： 

• Construction：Driving long screws and bolts into wood, metal, and concrete. 

• Automotive：Removing and installing lug nuts, bolts, and other fasteners. 

• Furniture Assembly：Quickly assembling or disassembling furniture pieces. 

• DIY Projects：Handling heavy-duty tasks that require high torque. 

• Mechanical Repairs：Loosening rusted or over-tightened screws. 

 

Their ability to deliver high torque with minimal effort makes them indispensable for both 

professionals and DIY enthusiasts. 
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Impact Screwdrivers vs. Regular Direct Drive Screwdrivers 

When comparing impact screwdrivers to regular direct drive screwdrivers, several key differences 

highlight their unique capabilities and ideal applications： 

 

1. Mechanism： 

• Impact Screwdriver：Utilizes a hammering action combined with rotational force. 

The internal hammer strikes the anvil to create high-torque impacts, making it 

easier to drive screws into tough materials. 

• Direct Drive Screwdriver：Relies solely on rotational force without any impact 

mechanism. The motor directly drives the bit, providing smooth and consistent 

torque. 

 

2. Torque： 

• Impact Screwdriver：elivers significantly higher torque due to the impact 

mechanism, making it suitable for heavy-duty tasks and driving screws into hard 

materials. 

• Direct Drive Screwdriver：Provides lower torque compared to impact screwdrivers, 

making it more suitable for light to medium-duty tasks where precision is more 

important than sheer power. 

 

3. Speed： 

• Impact Screwdriver：Typically, faster at driving screws due to the high torque and 

hammering action, reducing the time required for tasks. 

• Direct Drive Screwdriver：Offers consistent speed but may be slower in driving 

screws into hard materials compared to an impact screwdriver. 

 

4. Applications： 

• Impact Screwdriver：Ideal for construction, automotive work, heavy-duty DIY 

projects, and any task requiring high torque or driving long screws and bolts. 

• Direct Drive Screwdriver：Best suited for assembly, electrical work, cabinetry, and 

light tasks where precision and control are more important. 
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When choosing between an impact screwdriver and a direct drive screwdriver, consider your task 

requirements. If you need to drive longer screws, work with hard materials, or require high torque, 

an impact screwdriver like the EWS-202 is ideal. For more precision-based, light to medium-duty 

tasks, a direct drive screwdriver such as the EWS-589 offers better control and ease of use. 

Additionally, think about comfort, control, and versatility. Impact screwdrivers are best for heavy-

duty applications, while direct drive screwdrivers are suited for delicate or detailed projects. Make 

your selection based on your specific needs to ensure optimal performance.If you have any 

questions or need further guidance, please reach out to your nearest Everwin dealer and we’ll be 

happy to help you out! 

 

https://www.everwinpneumatic.com/product/specialty-tool/EWS-202
https://www.everwinpneumatic.com/product/specialty-tool/EWS-589

